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GHANA NETHERLANDS WASH PROGRAMME STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 

WORLD WATER DAY SPECIAL NLLAP EDITION 
 

Theme: “Wastewater Treatment and Re-Use in Ghana: Prospects for 

Sustainable Development.” 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (further the Embassy) and the 
Government of Ghana have embarked on a multi-annual programme in Water, Sanitation 
& Hygiene (WASH). The Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme (GNWP) focuses on 
integrated urban water and sanitation and is based on a Dutch contribution of € 82 million 
up to 2020. Under the Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme (GNWP) five projects have 
been awarded grants   in the fields of water, sanitation, hygiene, waste and/or integrated 
water resource management.  
 
In addition, the Netherlands Enterprise Agency RVO implements three PPP programmes, 
Ghana Wash Window (GWW, also a component of GNWP), Sustainable Water Fund 
(FDW) and the Food Security Programme (FDOV). Those programmes consist of a total 
of 15 projects. The programme has over the years supported highly innovative Public 
Private Partnership Initiatives on wastewater treatment and reuse in Ghana. On the 
occasion of the 2017 World Water Day (WWD) the partnership deemed it appropriate, 
considering this year’s theme, ‘Water and Waste Water,’ to share the progress and 
lessons learnt from the GNWP initiatives on the National Level Learning Alliance Platform 
as part of the national activities marking the day. This session was under the theme, 
“Wastewater Treatment & Re-use in Ghana: Prospects for Sustainable Development” 
 

BACKGROUND 

The World Water Day (WWD), celebrated globally on the 22nd day of March each year, 
is set aside by the United Nations (UN) to reflect on the importance of fresh water and 
advocate for sustainable management of fresh water resources. This year’s theme, 
“Water and Wastewater” provides an important opportunity to highlight the relationship 
between water and wastewater in the quest for sustainable development. The need for 
wastewater treatment has become imperative in recent times due to the fast depletion 
levels in water resources across the world.  

To limit this tide, wastewater treatment process is being promoted as one of the most 
important environmental conservation processes that should be adopted worldwide. The 
situation in Ghana is not different as more and more water bodies are being polluted and 
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depleted as a result of human activities such as illegal mining and indiscriminate dumping 
of both domestic and industrial waste into water bodies.  

With the increasing population of Ghana, coupled with increased demand for freshwater 
for domestic, agricultural and industrial purposes, experts in the WASH sector have 
advocated that wastewater treatment and reuse should be adopted as a panacea. The 
water situation according WASH sector watchers are likely to exacerbate due to the 
erratic rainfall patterns being recorded recently, attributed to climate change dynamics 
and the alarming rate of pollution of water bodies due to activity of small scale miners, 
popularly referred to as ‘Galamsey’ in Ghana. 

To highlight the need to adopt wastewater treatment and re-use in all sectors of the 
Ghanaian economy, The Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme (GNWP) engaged 
WASH sector stakeholders and the private sector to share lessons on collaborative 
wastewater Public Private Partnership initiatives and discuss the best solutions in 
upscaling wastewater treatment and reuse across the country as part of activities 
commemorating the 2017 WWD.  

ASSIGNMENT AND SCOPE OF WORK 

The Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme (GNWP) requested IRC/ RCN under the 
auspices of IRC Ghana to convene a learning and sharing session under the National 
Level Learning Alliance Platform (NLLAP) as follows: 

 Organize and manage the entire convening session 

 Coordinate and provide publicity for the event  

 Submit a report (financial and close out report) on the event 

OBJECTIVES OF THE EVENT 

 To share the Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme progress and lessons on 
wastewater treatment and reuse among WASH sector stakeholders; 

 To provide WASH actors the opportunity to learn more about how wastewater is 
treated and reused as a valuable resource in the agricultural, industrial and other 
sectors of the economy;  

 To draw the attention of policy-makers and authorities in the fields of WASH, 
agriculture, aquaculture, health, environment and urban planning, as well as 
donors and the private sector to: Safeguard and strengthen livelihoods and food 
security, mitigate health and environmental risks and conserve water resources by 
confronting the realities of wastewater use in agriculture through the adoption of 
appropriate policies and the commitment of financial resources for policy 
implementation; 

 To afford stakeholders the opportunity to examine both the positive and negative 
impacts of wastewater treatment and reuse, especially for agriculture 
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COMMUNICATION SUPPORT PROVIDED BY IRC/RCN 

List of Activities IRC/RCN Implemented  

ACTIVITIES  Status Comment  

Preparation of programme brief Done - 

Booking of venue for event Done - 

Invitation of GNWP project partners Done - 

Invitation of Ghana WASH sector stakeholders   Done - 

Arrange for Facilitator and Chair for event Done - 

Invitation of Media and WASH media 
partners(GWJN) for coverage and engagement 

Done - 

Organize Media interaction sessions for GNWP 
project partners and GNWP 

Done - 

Compilation of Close Out Report on Event Done - 

Circulated Reminders on the event Done   

Coordinated the NLLAP session Done  

Media monitoring Done  

Compilation of report on publicity Done  

Documentation of Event outcome (WASH 
Reflection) 

Ongoing   At proofreading and design 
stage 
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NLLAP ENGAGEMENT PROCEEDINGS 

 OVERVIEW OF THE GHANA NETHERLANDS WASH PROGRAMME (GNWP) 

Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

The Executive Secretary of the Water Resources Commission, Mr. Ben Ampomah, who 

chaired the event called the session to order and delivered the opening remarks touching 

on a range of issues around the theme. He said poor sanitation and waste management 

was Ghana’s biggest challenge and that, he noted, had led to most of the country’s fresh 

water bodies being contaminated leading to diseases and needless deaths. He said for 

instance about 80-90% of waste generated in Ghana end up in surface water bodies 

without treatment and therefore urged stakeholders in the WASH sector to take 

wastewater management seriously since there was value in wastewater. 

On wastewater policy, the WRC Executive Secretary said, it was unfortunate that Ghana 

as a country has no wastewater management policy and suggested that outcomes of the 

NLLAP session should guide the process of future policies on wastewater management 

for the country. 

Mr. Ampomah further explained that, for Ghana to achieve the SDG 6, wastewater must 

be given the needed attention. 

 

 AN OVERVIEW OF THE GNWP AND PRIVATE SECTOR ENGAGEMENT 

Giving an overview of the Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme, the First Secretary of 

Water and Climate, Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme, Mr. Fred Smiet said waste 

water management in Ghana leaves much to be desired and attributed the country’s 

challenge in that regard to the rapid urbanization. Mr. Smiet indicated that giving value to 

wastewater is of priority to the GNWP and that the initiative would continue to support the 

private sector to fill in the gap for government. He advised the private sector to see 

wastewater management and waste management in general as a business model and 

invest in it. 

 PRESENTATIONS DURING THE EVENT 

Taking WASH sector stakeholders through the GNWP the Policy Officer on Water and 

Sanitation at the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Ms. Janet Dufie Arthur 

explained that GNWP is focused on urban large Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) 

Programme, the cost of which currently stands at € 142 million of which 82 million was 

borne by the Netherlands government. 
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Ms. Arthur said the focus of the GNWP was on sustainability of the interventions, through 

sustained behavior change communication & capacity building, sustainable financing 

models, more private sector engagement and market based approach, adding that the 

programme wants to see an increased private sector involvement and local 

entrepreneurship for sustainable WASH service delivery in the country. 

The Policy Officer mentioned, Ghana WASH Window – PPP facility, SpaansBabcock 

Waste, Energy, and Environment Project (SWEEP), Private and Social toilets (PRISTO), 

Safe Water Network Project, Water Health Project, Sustainable Rural Water Service 

Delivery in Wassa East and Football For WASH as some of the projects the GNWP was 

currently implementing with private sector partners in Ghana. 

 PRESENTATION BY SAFI SANA LIMITED 

The Country Manager of Safi Sana Ghana Limited Mr. Raymond Ategbi Okrofi, in his 

presentation on the theme: “A Business Approach for Improved Sanitation in Ghana – 

Organic Fertilisers and Energy as Drivers” explained the need for the Government of 

Ghana to institute policies that would ensure that waste is segregated to make waste 

recycling easier. He said the public should be educated on how to segregate their waste, 

adding that the surest way of achieving that was to incentivize Ghanaians.  

Mr. Okrofi said the Safi Sana Ghana project was to showcase sanitation to Ghanaians as 

a firm business model that was capable of driving human development in terms of 

improving health and increasing wealth. 

Additionally, the project he explained has provided environmental sanitation for slum 

dwellers and had complemented the efforts of MMDAS to tackle sanitation. 

The Safi Sana Ghana Country Director said the waste was a valuable resource which 

must be tapped and utilized to the benefit the country and said for instance, the Safi Sana 

had so far used organic and fecal waste to produce organic fertilizer which is used in the 

production of vegetables and seedlings. Aside, Safi Sana was also using treated 

wastewater in the irrigation of vegetables and seedlings at an installed greenhouse for 

vegetable seedlings. Safi Sana, Mr. Okrofi explained has so far generated 100kw of 

power into Ghana’s power grid. 

To ensure a sustainable waste management sector in Ghana, Mr. Okrofi said required 

tangible political commitment, increased funding options and increased community 

engagement. (http://www.washghana.net/page/1893) 

 

 

http://www.washghana.net/page/1893
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 PRESENTATION BY BOLA BONDEH 

The Bola Bondeh project is aimed at improving the collection, composting the solid 

fraction of human waste and promoting the use of compost among peri-urban farmers 

and citizens.  

To ensure indiscriminate dumping of waste especially liquid waste, Mr. Frederick 

Sunesson, the Founder of the Bola Bondeh at Lavender Hill, said Bola Bondeh has 

deployed GPS tracking and cameras to track the movement of waste trucks. The 

company has also established a Call Center to order truck and compost, reporting illegal 

dumping and complain. (http://www.washghana.net/page/1892) 

 PRESENTATION BY W+B, GHANA LIMITED 

Sharing the company’s experience in waste and wastewater treatment and re-use with 

participants, Mr Richard Sedafor, a Waste Management Consultant, said resource 

recovery from waste and wastewater were highly beneficial to the country since they help 

save cost and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and therefore called on 

government to establish a system that would regulate the tariffs regime for waste 

management and also institute policies for industries to have bio plastics. 

( http://www.washghana.net/page/1889) 

 

 PRESENTATION BY CAP VAL 

The CAP VAL project is a Public Private Partnership (PPP) between the Kumasi 

Metropolitan Assembly (KMA) and a private entrepreneur. Making a presentation on 

theme; “Wastewater Aquaculture” Mr. Josiane Nikiema said the aim of the CAP VAL 

project was to create and capture value by supporting enterprises for urban liquid and 

solid wastes recycling for food, energy and clean environment.  He said treated 

wastewater aquaculture business was viable especially when operational standards such 

as; maintaining good quality water, appropriate stocking densities, and feeding practices 

were religiously followed and practiced. 

Mr. Nikiema said Ghana’s Environmental Sanitation Policy supports safe resource 

recovery and reuse of waste (describes solid/liquid wastes as MINT) and therefore 

advised the private sector to take advantage of the opportunity to invest in wastewater 

aquaculture. ( http://www.washghana.net/page/1890) 

 

 

 

http://www.washghana.net/page/1892
http://www.washghana.net/page/1889
http://www.washghana.net/page/1890
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Participants at the end of the 62ND NLLAP session recommended that: 

 WASH sector stakeholders especially the private businesses, should build 

synergies in order to attract the needed financing to scale up their interventions. 

 Government should facilitate the process of promoting, use and scale-up of 

compost production across the country especially food producing areas. 

 Government should move away from on-site waste management systems to 

centralized sewer waste management system to make it relevant to the economy. 

 Urban Agriculture should be promoted and linked to the compost produced in the 

urban centres. 

 Compost should be pelletized for easy transportation and to reduce cost of 

transportation to farming areas across the country.  

 Treated wastewater use and energy should be given more attention in the urban 

areas. 

 Stakeholders should adopt more efficient technologies in the treatment of waste 

and wastewater to make scalability easier. 

 Stakeholders should create more awareness on the use of compost 

 Outcomes of the National Level Alliance Platform meetings should be circulated 

widely to all sector stakeholders especially government. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The First Secretary of Water and Climate, Ghana Netherlands WASH Programme, Mr. 

Fred Smiet expressed his gratitude to all the private sector actors for sharing their rich 

experiences and lessons, that he said would guide future investments and investors in 

the waste management sector. 

Mr. Smiet explained that wastewater had a very huge impact on every aspect of WASH, 

emphasizing that, “when we talk about drinking water or sanitation issues, wastewater is 

there and we can have value and turn it into a useful products.” 

The experiences shared according to Mr. Smiet showed that treated wastewater and 

waste generates a lot of revenue and its potential to generate more revenue can be 

phenomenal. He said wastewater treatment was already in Ghana’s Environmental and 

Sanitation Policy, even though, it had not received the needed attention it deserved from 

government, CSOs and the private sector.  

According to Mr. Smiet, government should provide the policy direction and create the 

enabling environment through the provision of land and tax incentives for the private 
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sector to invest in the waste business. He said it was important for wastewater treatment 

and waste treatment and management to be linked to the agriculture, energy and other 

sectors of the economy in order to make it sustainable and relevant. 

In his closing remarks, the Executive Secretary of the Water Resources Commission 

(WRC) Mr. Ben Ampomah encouraged the wastewater and waste management 

businesses to share more experiences and lessons which are adaptable and cost 

efficient. He said WASH sector actors should take up the lessons shared on the NLLAP 

platform and scale it up in other parts of the country. Mr. Ampomah also called on 

government and stakeholders to shape policies to reflect the changing wastewater and 

waste management sector. 
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APPENDIX 

Annex 1: 

Media reports for the World Water Day Special edition of NLLAP and publications. 

MEDIA HOUSE  DATE USED  TITLED 

ONLINE Link 

 

Peacefmonline 

March, 27th, 

2017 

http://www.peacefmonline.com/pages/local/news/201

703/310018.php  

‘Protect Ghana’s Water Bodies’ 

Today 

Newspaper 

Online portal 

March, 27th, 

2017 

http://www.todaygh.com/protect-ghanas-water-

bodies/ 

‘Protect Ghana’s water bodies’ 

Citifmonline March 25th, 

2017 

https://citifmonline.com/2017/03/25/ghanaians-urged-
to-practice-waste-segregation/ 
Ghanaians urged to practice waste segregation 

Ghana News 

Agency 

March, 24th, 

2017 

http://www.ghananewsagency.org/social/ghanaians-
urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-114764 
 Ghanaians urged to practice waste segregation 

Ghana Web March 25th, 

2017 

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsA
rchive/Ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-
segregation-522121 
Ghanaians urged to practice waste segregation 

 

 

 

  

http://www.peacefmonline.com/pages/local/news/201703/310018.php
http://www.peacefmonline.com/pages/local/news/201703/310018.php
http://www.todaygh.com/protect-ghanas-water-bodies/
http://www.todaygh.com/protect-ghanas-water-bodies/
https://citifmonline.com/2017/03/25/ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation/
https://citifmonline.com/2017/03/25/ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation/
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/social/ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-114764
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/social/ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-114764
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/social/ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-114764
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-522121
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-522121
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghanaians-urged-to-practice-waste-segregation-522121
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Annex 2:  

Programme Brief for the GNWP’s World Water Day special edition of NLLAP 
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Annex 3:  

Programme Schedule

 


